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This summer, our Junior UOL gathered for the annual Convention in Tampa, Florida. Delegates joined in prayer, discudsadforestrengthening youth
ministry, and enjoyed fellowship rooted in our Orthodox faith and Ukrainian heritage. Throughout the weekend, the JuhfelBpearductive and focused
meetings, working together to plan for the year ahead and strengthen our mission of engaging youth in the life of tie &hiticin. to our business sessions,

we shared time together through activities such as visiting the Florida Aquarium, taking a dolphin cruise, enjoying aageotp mMWh i s key Joe b s,
time swimming and relaxing at the beach. We express our sincere gratitude to Holy Protection Orthodox Church in Davdor Rlustihg and supporting us

so generously, and to the Senior UOL Board for their hard work in preparing the convention and helping make the expiétiega@ndpenjoyable for all.
Gatherings like this remind us how important it is to walk together in faith, friendship, and service to Christ and His Churc

79th UOL Convention
Palos Park, IL
July 29, 2026 A August 2, 2026

AfRejoice in hope, be patient in tribuldtion
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Iped Christ is Born!

Note to Contributors: All articles submitted to the UOL Bulletin must be in 11 point

Times New Roman (font), or typed and double spaced in 12 point type. Articles may be : : : . . . }
submitted via e -mail attachments. (Submit to: nsufler@aol.com). If submitting photos | write this article as we are preparing for Thanksgiving and the Nativity sea

please be sure to obtain consents for photos to be included in the UOL Bulletin. son is fast approaching. This is a wonderful time of the year when we pause
to give thanks. Although you might be reading this article after the Thanks-
giving holiday, we should always pause to be thankful for all that we have.

MJSF Scholarships Awarded at UOL Convention | am so incredibly grateful for the UOL and the amazing things that the UOL

Submitted by Joe Goodge and our Church has provided to me. As many of you know, | have been part
of the UOL actively since | was a child. | joined the UOL when | was twelve
and have been a member consistently since then.

This fall I had the opportunity to speak to the delegates at the Sobor and to tell
them about the joys of being a UOL member. | encourage each of you to do
the same with members within your parish. The true blessing of the UOL is
the fellowship and friendship we develop. This was my first Sobor, however,

| knew so many individuals at the Sobor because of the UOL. | am grateful
for the bonds and friends | have from the UOL, and feel an obligation to work
for the Church so that those younger than me have that wonderful connection
to others in the Church.

There have been many times in my UOL career that outsiders have com-
mented about the organization. | remember years ago our Philadelphia junior
and senior chapters went out for dinner on UOL Sunday and the server asked
about the organization. Even decades ago, it was unusual for a large group tc
gather with all ages as a family. In our society it is even less common now to
gather as a group with various generations togéthieat is our UOL family.

At the Convention this year, there was a question about our growm is

this group with prguniors, juniors, young adults and seniors who come to-
gether as a family.

This year the UOL gathered in Tampa, Florida for odft &8nual convention. ) .
This was a first for the convention to be held in Tampa, but not the first fof/€ are the UOL family, as family, | greet you on UOL Sunday, | thank you
awarding MJSF scholarships. In fact, it has been 59 years since the traditf@h Your friendship, and for your prayers. Together as a family we are strong.
began! That is when the National Executive Board deemed it appropriate t§iS Nativity season be sure to reach out to all of our UOC family. = As UOL
form the Vocations and Clergy Support Commission in honor of Metropolitaf@mily we have an obligation to care for each other. Our community grows
John, our first Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.  Stronger through this love and caring for each other. You might not know
who needs an extra hug, a card, a prayer, a kind word. | ask you this Nativity
Since that time seminarians have been awarded scholarships and clergy HE&&SOr to reach out to a UOL friend with whom you have not had recent
been given grants to assist them with their education and priestly endeavdi@ntact. Encourage a junior UOL member who is active in your parish. Visit
The following seminarians were awarded scholarship money totaling $4,00020 €lderly parish member. Pray for each other. Send a note. Give a call.
There are so many ways to show your love to each other. Be a living example
Subdeacon Andrii Akulenko; Subdeacon Mykola Stefanyk; Subdeacon Yurii Of the UOL model” dedicated to our Church, devoted to its youth.

Izhyk; Seminarian Bohdan Bodnar; Seminarian Marian Koval and Subdeacon _ _ _ _ L
Yuri Stefankiv. In this UOL Bulletin, you will see upcoming regional events, consider joining

one of the events. When you receive this Bulletin be sure to sign up for Pray-

Through the years the Vocations and Clergy Support Commission has g our Way for the Nativity season and soon we will have sign up for Great
panded from its original purpose of granting MJSF scholarships to implemedfe“t- We also have mfo_rmatlon about planning your Souper Bowl Sunday
ing a clergy appreciation day to purchasing garments for newly ordainé&yent. It is quite amazing that last year our parishes raised over fourteen
priests. This of course takes money. So now, in addition to the annual fuftpusand dollars as part of Souper Bowl Sunday. | hope that this year we can
drive, we are implementing a new annual fundraising event for the MJSHI'Pass that amount.

scholarship fund. In honor of Metropolitan John, we are asking that all par- . o '

ishes have a Panakhyda on Clergy Appreciation Sunday and host a coffee Hbif also time to start thinking about attending our UOL Retreats. We have
or take up a collection for the Metropolitan John Scholarship Fund. ARdS for each of our retreats in this Bulletin. If you parish is planning a reli-
money will be put in the restricted fund for MJSF projects. Our seminariar@8iOus educational eveitplease let us know so that we can encourage atten-
and priests are a vital part of our Church community and deserve our supp&gnce. It is our goal to plan more regional events and also to support our

We hope that you will make an effort to support them by participating in Odpeighbpring communities. Again, as a family in Christ it is important for us
new fundraising event. to continue to develop our wonderful UOL community.

In your parish Bulletins you will be seeing inserts about the UOL. | am hop-
ing to send these inserts monthly so that our parishes can continue to learn

Praying our Way Together more about the UOL.

Sponsored by

UOL Education Commission Be sure to follow the UOL on Facebook and also check out our webpage to

Looking for something to heighten your get more information about all of the upcoming UOL events.

spiritual journey to prepare for Pascha. | wish you and your family a blessed Nativity.
Each member of the prayer group reads
assigned Psalm readings (Monday 0 Friday)
and is assigned a prayer partner.

Thank you for everything you do!

With Love in Christ,

If you would like to journey with us, please Natalie

email your name, phone number, parish
name, and parish address to Oleh Bilynsky at
nsufler@aol.com

and more information will be sent to you.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE
JUNIOR UOL
PRESIDENT

Our 2025 LSSK Scholarship Winner Mia Zetick
Submitted by Teresa Linck

Congratulations to Mia Zetick, our 2025 LSSK scholarship winner. Mia is
the daughter of Amanda and Alexander Zetick. Besides having been Secre-
tary of her local Junior UOL Chapter, she was also Vice President and then
President of the National Junior UOL for two years.

She is an outstanding member of TatlanaKorotlnSky
Philadelphia, Pa. Fr. Naumenko described her as being dedicated to

faith and her community service commitments. Her regular attendance at

church makes her an excellent role

model for younger parishioners.

She is a church reader. Mia be- 4 dzOo O wf kz Glary tandsshsThiist!
longs to the Church choir, and she
loves going Christmas caroling.

make it to church.

. ish and when she is at camp.

| hope that everyone has been settling well into the new church and school

She helps out in both UOL and year. This season brings new routines and responsibilities, but it also invites
parish fund raisers. Mia spent time us to renew our commitment to Christ and to our parish communities. Re-
visiting those who can no longer maining rooted in faith, active in parish life, and connected to one another

strengthens us as we prepare for the Nativity season.

She loved going to All Sts. Camp. Qur Junior UOL year is off to a wonderful start. The National Board has al-
Her parish priest commended her ready held two productive meetings as we begin planning our initiatives for
on her involvement with the the year, and we are currently preparing for aperson meeting in the near
| younger children of both her par- future. | am grateful for the enthusiasm and dedication each board member

brings to their role. Together, we are focusing on encouraging youth involve-

Mia is a graduate of Abington Sen- ment across our parishes through service, fellowship, and opportunities to
ior High School. She earned distin- grow in faith and leadership.
guished honors all four year of

school. She was a member of the National Honor Society. She was on fepart of our ongoing mission to support those dedicating their lives to the

Executive Committee of the Student Council and earned the Student Co@h ur ¢ h
I Teeigiewts 6f ahe Metragollan JoHre Schofaréhip CFONg!.r Thesr @lgd@atioh Soh
v i t ahedlogical study, pdvishrministigy, sakdshe Spirituatlife ofeolir fahfuldsa e e |

and
ener gy

Awar d
brings

Exceptional
and

ci l Civiec
| eader and

the Junior UOL is pleased t

on her ability to motivate her classmates. It was not all school work for hesxample of living out the calling to serve Christ and His Church. We are also
she was on the Varsity Volleyball team for four years and was in the theagbud to congratulate Mia Zetick, our former Junior UOL President, on being

program all four years of school.

awarded the LSSK Scholarship for her outstanding commitment and contribu-
tions to the Church. We pray that God blesses all of our scholarship recipients,

Please join me in wishing her much success at the University of Pittsburglrengthens their efforts, and guides them as they continue to serve as leader:

God bless her in all her future endeavors.

79" Annual UOL Convention
July 30, 2026 to August 2, 2026
Palos Park, lllinois

The Palos Park UOL Chapter and the NEB have been meeting
regularly to plan the 79 ™ Convention. We are excited to share
the plans for the Convention.

The Convention Theme is
tion, be constant in prayer. 6
be looking at ways that technology can assist our chapters and
parishes.

Sessions for the Convention will start on Thursday, however, we
hope that UOLers come early to see the sites in the Chicago
area. Wednesday evening we will have a wonderful hospitality
night and time to gather and enjoy each others company.

Thursday following Divine Liturgy we will enjoy a brunch and ses-
sions will begin.

Thursday evening will be fun for everyone & with Juniors enjoying
a trip to a virtual reality center and Seniors having dinner at Tra-
dycja Polish Fusion restaurant and enjoying a stand -up comedy
show.

Friday o pack your best Ukrainian Wear 0 for Ukie Style Night -
at the parish hall. There will be prizes for best dressed! The
night will include a fashion show, dancing and a wonderful Ukrain-
ian menu.

Saturday - Banquet and Ball at the Hotel Event Center.
Sunday- Brunch at the parish hall.
Mark your calendar and save the dates!

July 30, 2026 to August 2, 2026

Registration and yearbook materials will be sent and will be on -
line in early spring.

ORej oi ce wihfMovelincchrigt, be
( R oTatimnma &qrotinkkKy : 12 ) .

in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church.

As we journey through the Nativity Fast, | encourage all chapters to remain
active, hold meetings and service projects, and welcome new youth to partici-
pate. Whether a chapter is large or small, each gathering, each effort, and eact
act of service helps strengthen our Church and builds lifelong-fitkith
friendships. Every young person has a role in the life of the Church, and your
presence and participation truly make a difference.

Thank you to our clergy, advisors, parents, and supporters for your continued
prayers and encouragement. Your love and guidance help our youth grow in
faith and leadership.

tribul a-
ons, we wi |

patient i n
For sessi

UOL Member Zoom Coffee Klatch

Submitted by Shirley Duffy

Join us for a Zoom coffee klatch for UOL members, family, and friends
they would like to invite on Saturday, December 13, 2025, at 10:00 AM
EST. ltds a great way to connect wi
the country or even near you that vy
sion topic is: three nemonetary gifts you can give to your church, your
family, and friends this Christmas.

After introductions and this iebreaker discussion, we will open the floor to
the questions of the participants.

Please RSVP by email or text
to shirleykduf-
fyesqg@gmail.com 412518
0912, or by regular mai
Shirley Duffy, P.O. Box 795¢
Pittsburgh, PA 15216, by Mol
day, November 24, 2025. | w
send you the Zoom link a d:
or so before the Coffee Klatc

-

If you do not have a smart-
phone, tablet, or computer, you can attend this event using a phone. We will
send instructions. The Zoom call will open at 9:30 AM EST for those who
want to have some time to catch wup
with introductions and discussion at 10:00 AM EST.



mailto:shirleykduffyesq@gmail.com
mailto:shirleykduffyesq@gmail.com
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UOL Essay Contest Submitted by Teresa Linck
Congratulations to all of our winners!
Pre-K and Kindergarten
First Place Yana Dobosh, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Second PlaceMykhailo Burakov, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Third Placel Martyn Holeyko, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Honorable Mention

Emilia YakubetsPalos Park

Yeva Motyka- Palos Park
Kateryna RomanskaPalos Park
Diane ChebotaPalos Park

llona Mandevych Palos Park
Avery McCormick- Youngstown
Isabelle Lepkowski Johnson City
Declan ScannelJohnson City
Kennedy Schumachedohnson City
Tymofii Burdylaik - Johnson City
Elizabeth Kravchenke Northampton

Grades 1 and 2
First Place Anna Gorodyska, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL

Second Placé Raphael Bhandari, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY

Third Placegs Samantha Liberis . Peter & Paul, Palos Park,
Honorable Mention

Amelia Sendehd#alos Park

Iryna Znak- Palos Park

Andrii Oliferuk - Palos Park

Maksym Dukhnit- Palos Park

Inna Hrechyn Palos Park

Anna Dobash Palos Park

Daniel Mazan Jr- Carteret

Karina Stranshinsky Carteret

Simion Sacalos New Britain

Anthony Sambat New Britain
Grades 3 and 4
First Place Pavlo Klym, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Second Place Kristina Youngblood, St. Barbara, Sarasota, FL

Third Places Dominik Romaniv, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Honorable Mention

Maksym Zharyt Palo Park
Josie Oksana RouseRalos Park

Grades 5 and 6

First Place Matthew Bureiko, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL

Second Placé Mariia Rybiy, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL

Third Place- Mia Debias, St. Demetrius, Carteret, NJ
Honorable Mention

Sofia Pylypchuk Palos Park
Michael Youngblood Sarasota
Milana Burdyliak- Johnson City

Grades 7 and 8

First Place Melania Holeyko, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL

Second PlaceDanylo Oliferuk, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL

Third Place Anna Piskoun Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Honorable Mention

Oleksandra Bachynsk&alos Park
Nazariy Bryndzia Palos Park

Grades 9 and 10

First Place David Sendeha, Sts. Peter & Paul, Youngstown, OH
Second Placeé Gabriella Youngblood, St. Barbara Sarasota, FL
Third Place- Quinn Hatala, St. John the Baptist, Johnson City, NY
Grades 11 and 12

First Place Mykola Brundzia, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Second PlaceQorey Carter, St Demetrius, Carteret, NJ

Third Place’ Daria Moroz, St. John the Baptist, NY

Adult

First Place Olesya Korotinsky, St. Vladimir, Philadelphia, PA
Second PlaceKaren Larsen, Sts. Peter & Paul, Palos Park, IL
Third Place Michael Jogan, St. Vladimir, Parma, OH

There were 155 entries. This is the age bagakn of each entry.

PreK and Kindergarten 37
Grades 1 and 2 29
Grades 3 and 4 36
Grades 5and 6 20
Grades 7 and 8 15
Grades 9 and 10 10
Grades 11 and 12 5
Over 18 3

Parishes represented:

St. Demetrius; Carteret, NJ

St. John the Baptist; Johnson City, NY

St. Mary; New Britain, CT

Assumption of the Virgin Mary; Northampton, PA
Sts. Peter & Paul; Palos Park, IL

St. Vladimir; Parma, OH

St. Vladimir; Philadelphia, PA

St Barbara; Sarasota, FL

St. Nicholas; Troy NY

Sts. Peter & Paul; Youngstown, OH

Our Junior UOL and Young Adult Members at the UOL Convention

$ /HIDF\ RI /RYH $QQ .OHLQTV *LIW WR $0C
Submitted by Sts. Peter & Paul Sr. UOL Chapter

In the Orthodox Christian tradition, stewardship is not simply about managing
resourced it is about offering back to God the gifts He has entrusted to us, for
the life of the Church and the salvation of His people. True stewardship flows
from love, gratitude, and the desire to serve others, extending even beyond

onebds earthly 1ife. A legacy gift,
testimony of faith: a final act of |
mission.

Ann Klein, 87, a lifelong member of Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox
Church in Youngstown, Ohio, fell asleep in the Lord on December 7, 2024.
She left behind not only cherished memories and a life of faith, but also a last-
ing act of generosity: a legacy gift of $5,000 to the All Saints Choying
Waters Project.

Ann was born in Ploska, Ukraine, and emigrated to the United States as a child,
settling in the Youngstown area. Th
found in nurturing others. She dedicated herself to raising her beloved family
and poured her energy into the spiritual life of her parish, embodying the quiet,
steadfast devotion that strengthens a church community.

By leaving her legacy gift to the All Saints Camp Loving Waters Project, Ann
Klein has ensured that her love of faith, family, and community will flow into
future generations. Just as she once nurtured her children and parish with he
hands and heart, her gift will now nurture countless young lives who gather at
camp to grow in faith, fellowship, and the Loving Waters of Christ.

Ann Kl einbdéds | ife and gift remind us
what we do during our lifetime but also about how we choose to bless the
Church and its ministries when our earthly journey is complete. Truly, her final
offering is a legacy of love.




