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Sunday December 6
Divine liturgy 9:30 am, Tone 1
26th Sunday after Pentecost
St. Amphilocius
Eph 5: 8 -19 ; lk 12: 16 -21
Parastas in memory of members of the UOL who have
fallen asleep
wednesday, december 9
divine liturgy 9:00 am
akathist 6:00 pm
Saturday, December 12
Vespers 6:00 pm
Sunday December 13
Divine liturgy 9:30 am, Tone 2
27th Sunday after Pentecost
Holy apostle andrew
Eph 6: 10-17 ; lk 13: 10 -17
All Service live streamed at:
https://orthodoxcarnegie.org/livestream
Today’s Bulletin is sponsored by:
!

The Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin is published weekly by
The Senior Chapter of the Ukrainian Orthodox League
Editor: Michael Kapeluck
Bulletin Submissions are due by 8:00 am Thursday morning. Written submissions can be:
-hand delivered to the editor
-placed in the Bulletin envelope in the church vestibule.
-mailed to: 300 East Main Street, Carnegie, PA 15106
-e-mailed to: kapeluck@verizon.net

We welcome you today
We would like to remind our visitors of the following;:
 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church. We hope that you will be able to worship as well as
have fellowship with us. Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the
rector or any member of the church. We are able to place you on our mailing list.
 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church. In like manner, Orthodox
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church. While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of
unity and not a means of unity.
We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.
 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently.
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24)
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and
having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion.
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the
year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior.
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion.
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year.
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice.
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines.
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from
the above guidelines.
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today. Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord.
Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що:
ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут,
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи,
зокрема, про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми
можемо внести вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки;
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно,
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення
церкви про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності.
НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У
ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ:
ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;
ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);
перед тим, як прийти на Святе Причастя, дуже важливо ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;
тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із
чотирьох щорічних постів);
ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;
ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;
всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;
ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від вище викладених вимог;
немовлята та діти до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;
Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу
Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить
нас один до одного Боh

St Amphilochius the Bishop of Iconium
Troparion to the Resurrection – Tone 1
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were
guarding Thy most pure Body; Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior,
granting peace to the world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee,
O Giver of Life: Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy
Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind.
Troparion to St Amphilochius — Tone 4
O God of our Fathers, always always act with kindness towards us; take not
Your mercy from us, but guide our lives in peace through the prayers of the
hierarchs Gregory and Amphilochius.
Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 2
Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Thy
Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose! Creation, with Adam, beheld
this and rejoiced with Thee, and the world, O my Savior, praises Thee
forever.
Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 1
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as God,
for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage, and cries to Thee:
Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!
Prokiemon
Let Thy mercy be upon us, for we have trust in Thee, we have trust in Thee
Verse; Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! For it becometh the just to be thankful.

The Lesson from the Epistle of St. Paul to the Ephesians
c.5, v. 9-19
Brethren, live like children of light. For the light of the Holy Spirit leads to perfect goodness, righteousness, and
truth. Try always to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.
Take no part in the orgies of benighted paganism. On the contrary, denounce them publicly. True, it is shameful
even to mention their secret practices. But when you
denounce them publicly, you expose them under the light. When you expose them, you reveal them in their true
light. For the Scripture says: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will give you light."
Therefore, be careful in your conduct, and do not live unwisely, but wisely. Make the most of your opportunity,
for these are evil days. So, do not behave foolishly, but try to understand what is the will of the Lord.
Do not get an artificial stimulation from wine, as the pagans do, for that will lead you to drunkenness. On the
contrary, get all your inspiration from the Holy Spirit, and express your religious enthusiasm in antiphonal psalms,
hymns, and spiritual anthems, singing and praising the Lord with all your hearts.

До ефесян 5:9-19
Бо вплив світла видно в кожному прояві доброти, в праведності й правді. Завжди намагайтеся
збагнути, що до вподоби Господу. Не беріть участі у марних і безплідних справах темряви, а краще
викривайте їх. Соромно навіть казати про те, що деякі люди чинять потай. Та світло викриває усі ті злі й
негідні вчинки. Так, все проясняється у світлі! Ось чому ми кажемо:
«Встань, той, хто спить Воскресни з мертвих, і Христос освітить тебе»
Тож пильнуйте, як ви живете: не чиніть, як нерозумні, але будьте розумними.Використовуйте кожну нагоду
творити добро, бо часи зараз недобрі. Не будьте нерозсудливими, намагайтеся пізнати волю Господа. Не
впивайтеся вином, бо це приводить до розпусти . Краще сповнюйтеся Духом. Спілкуйтеся між собою
псалмами, гімнами й духовними піснями. Співайте й складайте в серцях своїх мелодію, прославляючи
Господа.
Alleluia
God gives vengeance unto me, and subdues people under me! ·
He magnifies the salvation of the king, and deals mercifully with Christ, with David and his seed forever.

The Gospel According to St. Luke
c. 12, v. 16-21
The Lord narrated this parable: "There was a rich
man whose estate yielded plentiful crops. So he
asked himself : 'What am I going to do? For I have
no place to store my crops in.' Then he answered
himself: 'This is what I will do. I will pull down my
storehouses and build larger ones ; there I will store
up my crops and my goods; then I will say to my
soul: Now, my soul, you have plenty of wealth laid
up for many years. Relax, eat, drink, and enjoy
yourself.' "
"But God said to him: 'You fool ! This very night
you must render up your soul. Then who will get
what you have stored up?' This will be the end of
the man who lays up treasures for himself, but not
with God." Then Jesus exclaimed: "Whoever has
ears to hear, let him hear.

Від Луки 12:16-21
І розповів Ісус притчу: «В одного багатого чоловіка земля добре родила. Він думав собі: „Що ж мені
робити, адже я не маю де зберігати врожай?” А потім вирішив: я розберу свої клуні й збудую нові, більші.
Та й звезу туди весь урожай і все своє добро.
Тоді я скажу собі: „Я маю удосталь добра на багато років. То ж більше не перейматимуся я клопотами, та
тільки буду їсти, пити та тішитися”».
Але Бог сказав йому: „Нерозумний чоловіче, цієї ночі ти втратиш своє життя. Кому дістанеться добро, що
ти надбав?” Отак буває з тими, хто збирає собі земні скарби, та в Божих очах вони не багатіють».

Prayer List
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants:
Rose Zalenchak
Maria Warholak
Peter Zinski
Kathryn Ostaffy
Joann Klein
Michael Klein
Dan Rosga
Fr. Steve

Steve Sivulich
Ronda Bickel
Pearl Homyrda
Ann Sekelik
Shelley Cameron
James White
Dylan G

Jane Allred
Claudia Losego
Dolores Wachnowsky
Pamela Graham
Jocelyn Barner
Theresa Zatezalo
Olga Cherniavska

Cynthia Mycyk
Sally Sally
Pat Dorning
Rebecca White
Deborah Schricker
Jack Schricker

by the power and grace of Your Christ. Grant them the patience that comes from believing that You are always at work in our lives to
bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of pain. Grant them full recovery. May
they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman who touched your robe. For we, too, are
touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same faith she did. Grant them the gift of health.
For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years
Name Days

Feast Days of:

Dec. 7 Great Martyr Catherine
Kathryn Ostaffy, Kathy Peyton, Cathy Haluszczak,
Catherine Walton, Tracey Sally

Dec. 7 Great Martyr Catherine

Anniversaries
Birthdays
Belated
Nov. 30 Fr. Mark Swindle
Dec. 2 Bonnie Reinhart
Dec. 5 Connie Markiw
This Week
Dec. 12 Melissa Haluszczak
Dec. 12 Darinka Olexa

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.
Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw,
Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko
Pray for our Catechumens
Brittany & Scott Brettell
Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies
Sue Leis

FYI


2021 ICON CALENDARS- 2020 Ancient Faith Icon Calendars are available. They are $15 each and
benefit our Youth Ministry. See Michael Kapeluck for purchase.



SR UOL: there will be a Sr. UOL Meeting on Sunday, Dec 6, 2020, after Divine Liturgy/Services at the hall
.

***************************************************************************************

Stewardship
THANK YOU FOR THESE RECENT DONATIONS:

Thanksgiving Day Update:
In next week’s bulletin I will provide a detailed report for
Thanksgiving Week. In this week’s bulletin I wanted to share with
you this card from one of the people that we provided a meal to on
Thanksgiving day . For 31 years now we at Saint Peter and Saint Paul
in Carnegie, PA have been providing meals to people and their
families in the greater Carnegie area. Every year we get a few cards
or letters like this one that tell us thanks and the importance of what
we do for the community. The elderly lady that sent us this card
recently had surgery and was unable to go anywhere and we where
able to provide her with a meal. For the last 30 years our parishioners
and volunteers from the community have given up their time and
money to help support this project. And every year we in our own
little way help make people like this persons Thanksgiving day a
little better. Thanks again for your support in 2020

***************************************************

The Poor and Hungry in Our Midst
The Church, if she is authentic in her Christian witness, must grapple
with the challenges of society starting from its most marginalized
sector. If the Church does not teach with a loud voice that the
Nativity Fast is about more than refraining from certain foods, she
will be failing in her duty to preach the fullness of Christ’s Gospel.
The Church’s ministry must include service to the poor and
downtrodden, for her role does not stop with her liturgical services,
but begins there. Saint John Chrysostom teaches that fasting without
accompanying good deeds is like a ship going from port to port
without cargo.
Saint Sophrony of Essex, wrote, “A man is not saved by having once shown mercy to someone, although, if he scorns someone
but once, he merits eternal fire. For ‘hungered’ and ‘thirsty’ is said not of one occasion, not of one day, but of the whole life. In
the same way ‘ye gave me meat’, ‘ye gave me drink’, ‘ye clothed me’, and so on, does not indicate one incident, but a constant
attitude to everyone. Our Lord Jesus Christ said that He Himself accepts such mercy from His slaves in the person of the
needy.”
Saint John Chrysostom, perhaps the greatest preacher of all time, told us, “Do you wish to honor the Body of the Savior? Do
not despise it when it is naked. Do not honor it in church with silk vestments while outside it is naked and numb with cold. He
who said, “This is my body,” and made it so by his word, is the same who said, ‘You saw me hungry and you gave me no
food. As you did it not to the least of these, you did it not to me.’ Honor him then by sharing your property with the poor. For
what God needs is not golden chalices but golden souls.”
The Nativity Fast is the perfect time for us to enter into collaboration and support with charitable organizations. Every
community has local food banks that are in desperate need of donated food, as the numbers of the poor and homeless grow at
an astounding rate. Never before has there been a time when the Church and her people have been faced with a need that offers
us the chance to commit to reflection on the cultural and spiritual issues related to charity.
With the ever growing numbers of people who have found themselves without jobs, and those who are now facing
homelessness because of the economic downturn, what with the closure of thousands of businesses and restaurants across the
nation, it is increasingly necessary that we Orthodox Christians restore the centrality of acts of charity for the poor in our
midst.
“At the Last Judgement I will not be asked whether I satisfactorily practiced asceticism, nor how many bows I have made
before the divine altar. I will be asked whether I fed the hungry, clothed the naked, visited the sick, and the prisoner in his jail.
That is all I will be asked (Saint Maria of Paris).” https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/morningoffering/2020/12/the-poor-andhungry-in-our-midst/ With love in Christ,Abbot Tryphon

UOL SUNDAY
UOL SUNDAY occurs on the first Sunday of December, this year that is Dec. 6th. The
day is designated as a day when all UOL Chapters encourage their members to participate
in the Divine Liturgy and receive the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. Our Sr. UOL
Chapter will also be holding a Panahyda service for ALL the departed UOL Members of
our chapter, remembering them and what they started and accomplished for our chapter
and ultimately for our church.
We thank our founding UOL members for providing our chapter with a sound foundation
which has allowed us to remain strong during these troubled times.
We thank our parishioners for supporting the UOL functions and events over all these
years, without your support and generosity, our programs would not have been as
fruitful.
UOL MISSION STATEMENT: The Ukrainian Orthodox League is a national volunteer
organization of members in the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA, who are committed to promoting the Orthodox Faith,
supporting the Church, developing the potential of our youth and their active participation in the life of the Church, and
preserving Ukrainian heritage and culture.
The UOL’s purpose is exclusively spiritual, charitable, and educational. Anyone wishing to join our UOL Chapter in our
endeavors, please speak with Chris Mills or Fr. John Charest.

*******************************************************************************************
CHRISTMAS AT THE SEMINARYAs have so many of our activities in 2020 "Christmas at the Seminary" has gone virtual as our
Seminary is closed to visitors. Pani Matka Alice and I will therefore be unable to 'pack-up-mypickup' and take our gifts to St. Sophia. We are again, however, asking you to open your hearts
and your pocket books to support our future priests and deacons. To keep this as simple as
possible we are asking for gifts or cash, checks or gift cards. We would like to bundle all of our
donations and send them as one parish offering to the seminary. Simply see Pani Alice or I at
any of our many services in the next few weeks. Or if you prefer the US Mail Service our
address is: 110 Woodhaven Dr. McDonald, Pa. 15057

*********************************************************************************************
Church Bells Project Update:
The Church Bell project has been moving forward the last several months. A contract
was issued for a new control system and we have a work order in place with an local
electrician to provide power to the new control system for the bells. The new control
system was shipped before Thanksgiving and the Electrician connected up the
controller and tested it. And yes they do ring. The manufacturer of the new control
system will be coming to Carnegie shortly to finish the install.
As of today we are on track to have the bells ringing for the Feast of Saint Nicholas.
The local community will again hear us when our Church is open for services. Parish
Council and Father John would like to thank everyone who supported this project and for your continued support for
Saint Peter and Saint Paul in Carnegie, PA.

DECEMBER CARNEGIE ACTIVITIES
SPECIAL NOTICE…Lowes is donating a limited number of
fresh-cut trees to families in the Carnegie area that have
been adversely affected by this pandemic. If you are in-need
and would like a tree please email me ASAP (confidentiality
respected)
.
Tis the season to shop locally.
There are plenty of exciting shops right here in Carnegie!
Let’s support the businesses that support our community.
There will be free meter parking compliments of Carnegie
Borough from December 7th to the 20th. Note: parking is
always free on weekends.
The Carnegie Volunteer Fire Department (CVFD) is currently
selling Christmas trees for their annual holiday fundraiser. They will be open evening hours during the week and all day on
weekends. Delivery is available for residents. Proceeds benefit the CVFD & Rescue.
Upcoming events:
December 6, 13, 20, and 27 at 3 PM, Reggie Watkins Trio Live from the Carnegie Stage (25 W. Main St); streaming on
Facebook Live Sundays in December at 3 PM. For info go to: www.reggiewatkinsmusic.com.
Saturday December 12th, from 1:30 PM, Russian Food Festival – Take-Out only, at Holy Virgin Russian Orthodox Church (blue
domes), 214 Mansfield Ave. To place an order go to https://hvroc.org/foodfestival. Pick-up is between the hours 10 AM to 2
PM on the 12th.
Saturday December 12th, from 10 AM to 2 PM, Service of Lessons & Carols, featuring soprano Sarah Richards and organist
Igor Kraevsky at Carnegie United Methodist Church, 419 Washington Ave. This event will be held both live and streaming on
the South Hills Partnership of Methodist Churches Facebook page. In-person attendance is free but due to pandemic social
distancing requirements seating is extremely limited. Please call (412) 279-3020 to reserve seats (they will call back to
confirm). All pandemic precautions must be observed including wearing face masks, observing social distancing, and using
hand sanitizers.
December 17th and 18th, 6 to 8 PM, Santa Visits Carnegie Escorted by the Carnegie Volunteer Fire Department, Enjoy Santa
as he rides on the fire truck throughout our local streets (listen for the sirens).
Friday, December 18th, Ugly Holiday Sweater Day, in downtown Carnegie; wear your most obnoxious holiday sweater while
you shop locally. There will be plenty of deals and fun during this crazy event.
Friday, December 25th, 11:30 to 3:30 PM, Free Christmas Day Dinners, sponsored by two local Churches:
Sts. Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church and St. John Evangelical Lutheran Church in Carnegie, will be providing
Christmas Day Dinners for take-out only on Friday, December 25th from 11:30 AM to 3:30 PM. To request a dinner please call
any of the following numbers, (412) 276-9718, (412) 600-9585 or (412) 328-9393 or send an email with your contact
information to orthodoxcarnegie@gmail.com or hospitality@saintjohncarnegie.com. Local deliveries available for individuals
unable to pick up their meals (please place your order by Dec. 21st). There is no charge for the dinner or local delivery.
Have a safe holiday,
Jack Kobistek

Calendar of Events
We are developing an extensive series of online programming that will run
through at least December 2020. These events will appear here as details are
finalized, so please check back often!
Icon of the Nativity: Image of Reality
Tuesday, December 15th, 2020
Iconographer Michael Kapeluck takes us to his studio as he explains the
mysteries of the Nativity icon.
Ukrainian Jewish Genealogy 101
Wednesday, December 16th, 2020
Learn about genealogy resources available for Jewish genealogy in North
America and Europe, particularly if your family history traces back to within
today's borders of Ukraine.
Storytime with St. Nicholas and Christmas Stocking Craft
Sunday, December 20th, 2020
St. Nicholas will visit us virtually and read a story, live!
Children will be making a Christmas stocking for St. Nicholas
to fill with gifts as he continues his travels around the world.

Ukrainian Christmas Paper Crafts
Tuesday, December 22nd, 2020
Decorate your Christmas tree with ornaments made from materials you have
around the house! Make a garland, bird ornament, a Nativity Star, and a 3D
ornament of straw!

Register at: https://www.ukrhec.org/calendar

The Beatitudes – “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness”
Fr. Lawrence Farley
We continue with our series on the Beatitudes. Today we examine our Lord’s words, “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst
for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied”.
A comparison with the Lukan version of this Beatitude reveals its (rather threatening) eschatological character. There it reads,
“Blessed are you who hunger now, for you shall be satisfied”, and it is paired with a corresponding woe which reads, “Woe to
you who have been filled, for you shall be hungry”. This revelation of a coming reversal overturning the rich is hardly unique
in the Scriptures. In Isaiah 65:13 we read that God promises the wicked, “Behold, My servants shall eat, but you shall be
hungry. Behold, My servants shall drink, but you shall be thirsty. Behold, My servants shall rejoice, but you shall be put to
shame”. The Kingdom of God will mean a dramatic alteration of the world order. In that day, the first will the last, and the last
first.
This Beatitude therefore assumes a sinful and radical disparity in this age between the well-fed rich and the hungry poor, and
promises (or threatens) resolution in the age to come. Indeed, we see this disparity everywhere around us, if we but look a little
beyond the horizon of our own comfortable lives. It is common enough a reality to find expression in Gordon Lightfoot’s old
song Don Quixote: “See the children of the earth who wake to find the table bare. See the gentry in the country riding out to
take the air.” Far too many children still wake each morning to find the table bare, far from the heedless gentry.
The hunger and thirst of the poor expresses their helpless plight generally—as well as the condition of most of the world’s
population, including the disciples of Jesus. Once again we see that it is not hunger and thirst in themselves that bring God’s
favour in the age to come, but hunger and thirst as characteristic of the helpless poor and afflicted who look to God for help.
This is the meaning of the word “righteousness” here. The Beatitude is not talking about people who are hungry becoming
more righteous and better behaved (though of course that is a good thing). Their plight in this age consists not in their being
insufficiently virtuous, but in their being excessively oppressed. The righteousness our Lord here refers to is not their
righteousness, but God’s.
The word “righteousness” is a very elastic word in the Scriptures. Sometimes it refers to a man’s virtuous and ethical
behaviour (such as in Genesis 18:23, where Abraham asks God if He will sweep away the righteous along with the wicked).
Sometimes it refers to God’s faithfulness to His covenant (such as in Psalm 98:2-3, where the psalmist celebrates the
revelation of God’s righteousness in the sight of the nations by remembering His lovingkindness to Israel).
In Romans 1:17 it also refers to God’s faithfulness to His covenant promises. That saving faithfulness was manifested in Christ
apart from the Law, though the Law and the Prophets witnessed to it. Now all who are faithful to Christ, whether Jew or
Gentile, may experience God’s blessing (Romans 3:21-22)—that is, they experience God’s righteousness in fulfilling what He
promised. That is what Christ meant when He said to John the Baptist that His baptism was the way in which together they
would “fulfil all righteousness” (Matthew 3:15). That is, God’s faithfulness to His promise to save Israel and the world would
be fulfilled in Christ’s voluntary humility in this world—a humility that led to the banks of the Jordan and to the Cross.
So, in this Beatitude Christ speaks about the afflicted hungering and thirsting for God to vindicate them, to reveal His
righteousness in the sight of the nations by coming to their aid. This Christ promises that God will do. Indeed, their desire will
not only be satisfied, but abundantly satisfied: the word here rendered “satisfied” is the Greek chortazo, which means to be
stuffed full, to gorge (compare its meaning in Revelation 19:21, where the verb describes birds gorging on the flesh of the
slain). The desire of the afflicted for vindication will be fulfilled to overflowing, for they will feast with Christ and His saints
at the wedding supper of the Lamb in the Kingdom of God. That will be a feast beyond all telling. Our Orthodox prayerbooks
can only describe it by saying that there “the voice of those who feast is unceasing, and the gladness of those who behold the
goodness of Your countenance is indescribable”. In that day, poor of the earth will hunger no more.

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/nootherfoundation/the-beatitudes-blessed-are-those-who-hunger-and-thirst-forrighteousness/

Will Go Into the Altar of God
November 20, 2020 · Fr. Stephen Freeman
Most of my early Church memories center around Sunday School (I think
that we did not “stay for preaching” very often). The small Baptist church
that we attended was about a mile from our house and was conveniently
connected by a railroad track, generally inactive on Sundays. My older
brother and I often walked along the track on Sunday mornings when the
weather was pleasant. The earliest Bible verses I can recall were learned
in those classrooms. One of those was Psalm 122:1: “I was glad when they
said unto me, ‘Let us go into the House of the Lord.’” No doubt, our
teachers wanted us to remember it and return the next Sunday. That is how
my young mind understood the verse.
Of course, the Scriptures have layers and layers of depth. I could only
think of the small, white church down the tracks and the older ladies who
taught our classes. I had no stories, as yet, of the House of the Lord in
Jerusalem, nor the place of a pilgrimage for Jews to go there (perhaps only
annually). It would be many years, indeed, before I learned about the
House of the Lord in the soul, and the Secret Place deep within it.
My brother and I had a companion on those tracks, one who would
become very important later in my life. I had a small Bible, covered in
white leatherette, that was given to me by my mother’s Sunday School class when I was born (as was done for other children
as well). It was King James, with onion skin paper and gilded edges. It was mine. My brother tells me that we fell into an
argument one day as he taunted me for carrying my Bible. “You can’t read yet. Why do you carry it?” (I had to be no older
than five at the time). He says that I replied, “It doesn’t matter. It’s the Word of God!”
Our companion was in the very front of that Bible. Its frontispiece was the Virgin and Child, painted by Raphael (the “Sistine
Madonna”). It was the only bit of color in the entire book. I would learn much later in life that a print of that Madonna hung
over Dostoevsky’s writing desk and was his favorite. I can remember no conversations about her, or her presence in my Bible.
No mention was made in Sunday School about Mary. She was not part of my family’s religious consciousness. But she was
there.
I think to myself now that she was there like the little Bible was there. I did not understand anything of the mystery that dwells
within her, her intercessions for the faithful, and such. I did not understand the words in the Bible itself. But the Bible was the
“Word of God,” and she, the “Bearer of the Eternal Word – the Theotokos.” The presence was sacramental and iconic rather
than rational. I have long thought that devotion to the Theotokos was sown in my child-heart by that Madonna. I did not
discover that devotion until I was in college, as a part of High Anglicanism and the rosary. When I did discover that devotion I
remembered the picture. That little Bible was extremely worn by the time of my college years. It was my companion during
the Jesus Movement, acquiring a hand-made leather cover.
She comes to mind for me at this time of year. The feast of her Presentation in the Temple is tomorrow. As a child, too young
to read, she is brought to the House of the Lord. There she took up a ministry among the young virgins. This is described in the
Protoevangelium of James, and, not surprisingly, is treated with skepticism by modern scholars. I choose to accept the story
and the mystery that surrounds it.
The first great mystery in this matter is well-noted in the hymns of the feast. Mary is the “Ark of the Covenant,” she whose
womb will contain God-in-the-flesh. Her entrance into the Temple is the return of the Ark to the House of the Lord. As is true
of so much else, there are layers and layers of meaning in that event. The feast invites us into them.
Today, my thoughts are about the “inner Temple,” the “Secret Place of the Most High,” that lies within the deep heart. Today,
she will enter that place, and as a little child will dance in the presence of the Lord. Today, she will take me by the hand and
tell me that she has longed for this Day when I would join her there and dance in God’s presence, happy that she is there, and
that her womb will make Him present for all, the salvation of the world.
I was glad when they said unto me, ‘Let us go into the House of the Lord.’

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/glory2godforallthings/2020/11/20/i-will-go-into-the-altar-of-god/

Community in Dark Times
And the light of Christ, the True Light on the horizon
Times like ours call for us to become spiritually fit, so we can be
beacons of light among those who have lost all hope. The
challenges that face all of us during this pandemic are not for the
faint of heart. The spiritually fit can triumph over anything, and we
must continue trying to encourage this new generation of young
people, to be prepared for whatever may be coming. We have
before us many challenges, and hardships. Those who have
developed a strong faith must be willing to share their faith-based
strength with those who are on the edge.
A study of history can show us that we are not the only people
who’ve faced pandemics and civil unrest, and we will not be the
last. What is missing, it seems to me, is the sense of community, of
a people who are united to find solutions, and not simply war with
each other. The present political climate in the United States, with
its polarization of good people, seriously interferes with the
solutions we need to turn things around. What is needed is for
people of faith to step forward and help those who have lost
homes, jobs, and hope, offering help in whatever way we can.
Walling ourselves off from those who’ve fallen through the cracks
will not make things better.
During times like these we must refocus our attention on the things that build up community. Even though we find
ourselves sequestered in our homes, forced to keep friends and family at bay, we can still reach out with telephone
calls, letting those close to us know that we are thinking of them, and counting the days until we can all join together
around the table, or in church. We can let those who can not join us for Thanksgiving know that we are thinking of
them, and that we’ll make up for the separation as soon as we are able.
We can let the sick relative know they are in our prayers, and even perhaps use zoom to let them see us. We can
facetime friends, passing on a kiss over the internet, and let them see our smile. We can let our friends and
neighbors know that, even though we are separated by orders set down by our governors and city overlords, our
friendships will endure.
It is important that we don’t let our separation from others lead to depression, for all of this will be but a fading
memory, given time. Meanwhile, we smile through our masks, remembering that others can see a smile through our
eyes. We can lift other peoples spirits by cracking a joke, or even complimenting them on the design of their mask.
We can even remind them that we are praying for them, and that God loves them.
Whatever we can do to introduce the love of Christ to others in the midst of these dark times, will make a difference,
and will most certainly make a difference in our own hearts. Remembering that these dark times will pass, we bring
the light of Christ, the True Light on the horizon, into the midst of this darkness, and in doing so, we dispel all
sadness and despair among those who encounter us.
With love in Christ,
Abbot Tryphon
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/morningoffering/2020/11/community-in-dark-times/

Calendar of Events
December 12
December 25

Cookie Walk
Christmas Dinner Take Out

Parish Weekly Schedule
Monday

Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School
Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday.
Thursday Morning

Senior Coffee Hour
You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles every
Thursday from 10:00 AM to 11:30 . . .or whenever it’s over. At th parish hall. YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED
TO BRING ANYTHING!!! However, bring a Friend!!!
3rd Sunday of the Month

St John & Martin’s Closet
Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need.
Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open.
Call 276-9718 to schedule a donation.

Parish Website/Social Media
To Submit items for publication on website & social media
>email any information to be included on the Website, Facebook or Instagram to Parish Technology.
If you have any fliers or jpgs please include them, but not necessary.
E-mail Technology at technology@orthodoxcarnegie.org
Please indicate the time frame you would like items posted to website and/or social media.

BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

`

December 6_________________________
December 13________________________
December 20________________________
December 27________________________

January 3_______________________________
January 10______________________________
January 17______________________________
January 24______________________________
January 31______________________________

********************************************************************************************
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____

*****************************************************************

SS. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835
Carnegie, PA 15106
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

