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The Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bul  letin is published weekly by
The Senior Chapter of the Ukrainian Orthodox League

Editor: Michael Kapeluck

" Bulletin Submissions are due by 8:00 am Thursday morning. Written submissions can be:

-hand delivered to the editor

-placed in the Bulletin envelope in the church vestibule.
-mailed to: 300 East Main Street, Carnegie, PA 15106

-e-mailed to: kapeluck@verizon.net
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Let the heavens rejoice! Let the earth be gladt the Lord has shown strength with His arm! He trampled down
death by death! He has become the first borneotldad! He has delivered us from the depths &fdrad has granted the
world great mercy!

When You, O God, shall come to earth with gloryitahgs shall tremble
and the river of fire shall flow before Your judgmeseat; the books shall be opened and the hidhilegst disclosed!
Then deliver me from the unquenchable fire, andemak worthy to stand at Your right hand, rightedudge

On this day Thou didst rise from the tomb, O Marc®ne, leading us from the gates of death. Cadhy
Adam exults as Eve rejoices; with the prophetsgatdarchs they unceasingly praise the divine stgjef Thy
power.

Sing to our God, sing to our King, to our King sing
Verse:O clap your hands together, all ye people; O amg God with the voice of melody.

(c.8,v.8-13;c.9,v. 1-2)

Brethren, food cannot improve our standing in tightsof God. For if we eat, we are not better afid if we
do not eat, we are not worse off.

But you must take care that this right of wdoes not become a stumbling-block to your weakher. For if
somebody sees you, who are enlightened, attendofigreer in a pagan temple, he may be led with hreakv
conscience to eat meat, offered in sacrifice tagap divinity.

Thus, through your superior knowledge you Wwiihg spiritual ruin to your weak brother, for whaChrist
has died. Now when you sin against your brethresh waund their weak consciences, you sin againstsChr
himself. Therefore, if my food makes my brothef,fawill never eat meat again. Thus, | will notdoene the
cause of my brother's fall.

Am | not an Apostle? Am | not a free man? Haweot seen our Lord Jesus Christ? If | am not aoséip to
others, | am certainly an Apostle to you. For yoaithe best evidence of my Apostleship in the soghhe Lord.



(c. 25, v. 31-46)

The Lord said: "When the Messiah comes in his ghaiti all his holy angels, then he will take hisasen his glorious
throne, and all the nations will be gathered befine. Thereupon he will separate them as a sheegdrates the sheep
from the goats, and he will place the sheep onigig hand and the goats on his left."

"Then the King will say to those on his rigtgnd : ‘Come, you blessed of my Father, inheritkthgdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world. For | was gonand you gave me food; | was thirsty and youegare drink; | was a
stranger and you welcomed me; | was naked and kmhied me; | was sick and you visited me ; | waiiison and you
came to see me.""

"The righteous will answer him: 'Lord, wher dve see you hungry, and give you food, or thiestg give you drink ?
When did we see you a stranger and welcome yonaked and clothe you? When did we see you sick @rison and
visit you?"

"The King will reply to them: 'Verily | say tgou, insofar as you did it to the least of thegelrethren, you did it to
me.""

"Then he will say to those on his left halkepart from me, you cursed, into everlasting firepared for Satan and his
devils. For | was hungry and you gave me no foadas thirsty and you gave me no drink; | was angea and you did not
welcome me; | was naked and you did not clothelmgs sick and in prison and you did not visit e.'

"They will also answer him: 'Lord, when did wee you hungry, or thirsty, or a stranger, or dake sick, or in prison,
and did not minister to you?" "

"He will reply to them: 'Verily | say to yoinsofar as you did not do it to one of the leasthelse my brethren, you did
not do it to me.'" "So they will go away into elsting punishment, and the righteous into evériggife.”

25:31-46
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Names Days

Anniversaries

Birthdays

February27 Ethan Nixon
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Feast Days of:

February 27 St. Cyril, Equal to the Apostles

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.

Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko, John Howe

Pray for our Catechumens
John Barth
Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies

Deacon Evan O’Neil, Sue Leis

Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw,



PIEROGIES: We will be making pierogis in February for sadeour parishioners. Cost is $7.50/dozen. Pienodis
be ready for pickup on February 22. Please se&dttor John Stasko to place your order. Thelkbgino pierogi
orders taken during our March preparation schedélepierogis made during our March schedule Wwal for the
Pysanka Sale.
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COFFEE HOUR SCHEDULE

March 1 Bonnie Reinhart, Theresa Zatezalo

March 8 Juliana Leis, Olesyia Zelenyak, Sandra Rozu
March 15 Oksana Aleksandrov, Victor & Natalie Ormyfr
March 22 Fr. John, Matushka Larissa, Sherri Waléwsk
March 29 Sue Leis, Ann Woznak, Greg Woznak
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March 28' -  Thursday 12pm Potato Prep ( after secoffiee hour-12:00)

March 27" - Friday 9am 2 batches Pierogies pinchcook 9am
Pysanky sale prep

March 3f' - Tuesday 9am Steam and core cabbage

April 1% - Wednesday 9am Roll & cook stuffed calebag

April 3@ - Friday 9am Easter Paska baking for Safa

If any questions please contact Sherri Walewskiotn Stasko
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PYSANKY WRITING SESSIONS

Sunday, February 23 Natalie Turicik’'s House, 208@ 32 South Vireo DriveMckees Rocks, PA 15136
Sunday, March 1 After Coffee Hour

Sunday, March 8 After Coffee Hour

Sunday, March 15 After Coffee Hour

Sunday, March 22  After Coffee Hour

Sunday, March 29  Kapeluck House



SECRET LENTEN PRAYER PAL :

The Sr. UOL Chapter will once again sponsor theispéenten Prayer Pals as they have done ovgrdbe
several years. As a reminder, the idea of the spcager pal is to remember the needs of otheffeying prayers for
them during the Holy Season of Lent; not only taamtrate on your attempts at making your owndééer, but to also
remember someone else through the act of prayer.

To join the group, please see Sue Leis duWioffee Hour over the next couple of weeks andtastave your
name included on the list. Bunday, March 1, 202Qduring Coffee Hour) all participants will draw thame of their
Secret Prayer Pal. Do not tell your prayer pal yloat are praying for them, this is to be done péka

OnEaster Sunday, April 19, 202@pu are to greet your Prayer Pal with a pysanksoore small token (ex. icon
card, Easter card, small flower) and the traditigmeeting of "Christ Is Risen," letting them kndkat you were their
secret Prayer Pal. Please make sure that youfylgotirself to your Lenten Prayer Pal on EasterdaynIn the past we
have had people not do so. How much does this €ndt?a little bit of time; a small effort; and aminal cost for the
small token that you hand your Prayer Pal on E&teaday. Easy??? Definitely!!! Rewarding??? Extigiidt doesn't
get much better than this. In this troubled wohldttwe live in, who doesn't need a little extraypran their life?
Remember, the best gift is the gift of constanyeraand we could all use more of it!
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Spaghetti Dinner "Putting the Pieces Together" FundRaiser

Fr. John, Matushka Laryssa, The Parish Council Sinidey Stasko would like to extend their heattfienks to everyone
who helped during the Friday night setup, Satuiaking and serving, the basket and bake saleegmekially to all who
donated to the Charest Family Adoption Fund Rai¥¥¢ithout all of your help we could not have dohist The dinner
event was a big success and the hall was alwaygedrwith people and love for this event. We seri@8 dinners on the
day of the event. We raised over $6,000 duringitheer and over $7,000 in donations prior to anchediately after the
dinner on Saturday. Donations continue to comeven now. We had a lot of our parishioners helpaod donate. We
also had many from outside of SS Peter and PaulcBiwho worked and donated. The love everyoneshawn to us for
this fund raiser is overwhelming and we cannot égithank everyone enough. All proceeds raisdidgwito assisting
with costs associated with the national and intiswnal adoption paperwork and policies heeded dsalaith bringing
these three wonderful children to their new horghtrhere in Carnegie.

God Bless everyone who helped work and who dortatéte Charest Family Adoption Fund Raiser

.................l.........................
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Meat Fare Brunch y
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: Sponsored by St. Peter & St. Paul’s Church School :
L]
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Please join us after Divine Liturgy to feast on °

® 3
* some of our favorite meat dishes! KlElBASA:
» Meatballs
: Suggested Donation: $5.00 Pulied Pori
. : .
. CHICKEN:

@
: *All money collected will go Ham BB Q -
¢ towards the Orthodox Christian ) p
% Mission Center (OCMC). N o Salads °
o The church school students will . Potatoes®
* be collecting for the OCMC as & MORE-
®, their Lenten Project this year. »



Parishioners and Friends of Saints Peter and Paul

Enclosed is the 6-month update on the Festal Icon Project, as you can see from the listing below, we have made
substantial progress in pledges, sponsorships and also have multiple icons completed and others started. Thank you for
your support and generosity for this project.

Available ICONS

Ascension

Descent of the Holy Spirit ( Pentecost)
Transfiguration

Nativity of the Theotokos

Entry of the Theotokos into the Temple
Feast of St. Nicholas

St. Thomas Sunday

Christ the Bridegroom

Circumcision of Christ (New Years)
Zacchaeus Sunday

Publican & Pharisee Sunday
Judgement Sunday

St Gregory Palamas Sunday

St John of the Ladder Sunday

St Mary of Egypt Sunday

All Saints

Pledged ICONS

Theophany (Pledged)

Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple(Pledged)
Beheading of St John the Forerunner(Pledged)
Triumph of Orthodoxy (Pledged)

Feast of Saint Andrew (Pledged)

Sponsored ICONS

Exaltation of the Cross (Sponsored)
Protection of the Theotokos (Sponsored)
Baptism of Ukraine (Sponsored)

Myrrh Bearers Sunday (Sponsored)

Started ICONS
Raising of Lazarus (Started)
Pascha (Descent into Hades) (Started)

Completed ICONS

Nativity of Our Lord (Completed)

Annunciation (Completed)

Prodigal Son Sunday (Completed)

Entrance into Jerusalem (Palm Sunday) (Completed)
“Pantanassa: icon of the Theotokos (Completed)

If you would like to pledge and sponsor any of the upcoming Lenten and Pascha related
Icons please reach out to Father John, Michael Kapeluck or Howard West. They made
be able to get scheduled and completed in time for that specific feast day. Thank you
again for your support of Saints Peter and Paul.

If you would like to sponsor a specific Feast Day or Saints Day Icon that is not on the
above list please get with Michael Kapeluck or Father John and we can have it added to
the list.




How We Treat Others Shows the Health
of our Souls: Homily for the Sunday of
the Last Judgment in the Orthodox
Church

March 2, 2019 Fr. Philip LeMasters

1 Corinthians 8:8-9:2; Matthew 25:31-46

We live in a time when it is temptingrt@ake everything
about us. Even as we have the liberty to thinkakpand
spend our money according to our desires, we aeetlr
approach religion in the same way. Unfortunatelg,are often
so consumed with getting what we want for oursetiias we
distort the Christian life into a self-centeredezptise of
focusing only on our own spiritual state. Whert theppens,
we become slaves of our own pride even as we focleives
into thinking that we are on the fast track to Kaegdom of
Heaven.

On this Sunday of the Last Judgment, the Churdbk oal
attention to the ultimate destiny of our souls. wesbegin this
last week before Great Lent, the Lord’s parableimesius that
the path to the fullness of eternal life in the ¢@dom of God
runs through our neighbors, especially those weisually
inclined to overlook, disregard, and perhaps ewspie. How [
we treat the hungry and thirsty, the stranger aedchbked, the g:
sick and the prisoner reveals the true state okouls. How
we serve our suffering neighbors is how we serve ou
Lord. Whether we truly share in His life is sholmpwhether
His love and mercy are evident in our lives. If tudy /
participate in Him, the Savior’s virtues will beceraharacteristic of us for He has united humaa{rmy d|V|n|ty
in Himself. And what is more characteristic of Ghthan His self-emptying love for all of us whaffer the
degrading consequences of our sins, both persoaadlycollectively? By offering Himself fully onétcross, the
God-Man sets us free from bondage to corruptionuaniigs us to Himself as members of His own Bolg, t
Church. He makes it possible for us to enter lag@into the eternal communion of love shared byHbly
Trinity. The ultimate judgment of our souls is \ither we will embrace this sublime vocation or refits

The point is not that we can somehow impress Gaghor a reward by doing enough good deeds for@itHers
not that we calculate in our minds that by senangneighbors we are serving Him. It is, instehdi we
embrace His healing of our self-centeredness tpoia that we become radiant with His selflessloWhe
more that is true of us, the more we will offer selves to our neighbors and to Him. The moreithatie of us,
the more we will share a common life of love withr @eighbors and with Him. That is what it meambe able
to say, “I no longer live, but Christ lives in méGal. 2:20)

St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians that the keyassuhe question of whether to eat meat that teggh Isacrificed
to idols was how doing so impacted others. Heesrihat “food will not commend us to God. We areuwoose
off if we do not eat, and no better off if we dmlI@take care, lest this liberty of yours somehaedme a
stumbling block to the weak.” To cause anothdatiowould be to “sin against Christ.” We readstipassage on
the last day when, according to the fasting digogbdf the Church, we eat meat before Paschawbiids

remind us that what is truly at stake in fastingas merely a change in diet, but whether we ued fo a way



that enables us to grow in the selfless love oflawd. When we abstain from the richest and matsfying
foods, we have an opportunity to gain strengthetbrect our desires for self-centered pleasurdetssing our
neighbors. That is because eating a humble daetldtiree up resources to give to the needy. lukhnot take
long to prepare and the leftovers will keep foufetmeals, thus freeing up time and energy to texgid toward
the good of our neighbors in so many ways. It stha@ldo teach us that we can live without gettingwine
want; contrary to popular opinion, it will not kilis to say “no” to our own preferences about whaeat.

Fasting is not an end in itself. It is merely altor shifting our focus away from ourselves aaavard our Lord
and our brothers and sisters. If we distort it iaforivate religious accomplishment that we usshtmw
ourselves, others, and even the Lord how holy wevae would be better off not fasting at all. Tésritual
discipline invites us to share more fully in théf-®enptying love of Christ as we turn from addictito satisfying
ourselves to freely serving others. That kintbeE is essential for us to grow in union with thand with

Him. It is a crucial dimension of what it meangtrticipate in the deified humanity of the Sawého offered
up Himself in order to draw all people into thera# life that He shares with the Father and théy Spirit.

Many false substitutes exist for uniting ourselie€hrist such that we serve others as He hasaemsie Some
may approach the fasting guidelines and other dées of Lent as legalistic acts the performancetath
would satisfy God’s requirements. Others mighisinthat the height of the Christian life is makimgyselves
feel a certain way or following a code of behavlwat justifies us in condemning others. As wellyi€tians of
every generation have fallen prey to the temptatoumse the faith to gain earthly power in one fam
another. These distractions from true faithfulrebmake the mistake of focusing on trying to gemething for
ourselves from God. They fail to see that our ogwst be on Christ and those in whom we encottitereach
day of our lives, not on us. They do not recogmined the fundamental calling of the Christian lIgg¢o become
like our Lord, Who offered Himself up for the satea of the world. If we want to approach Lentirspiritually
healthy way that will enable us to participate athgin life eternal, we must offer ourselves fag #ake of other
people.

The particular form of that self-offering will vagccording to the needs of the people we encoanigour
particular gifts and calling in life. Discerninige particular actions we should take will not beatter of cold-
blooded rational calculation, but of being so cemfed to Christ’'s character that we make our livés/ang
sacrifice” (Rom. 12:1) through which the Saviortsaling of fallen humanity becomes active and evideour
lives. Instead of living as isolated individualeavdefine themselves over against one another,ilvbegome
persons in communion with Christ and all those Wwhar His image and likeness.

According to today’s gospel reading, this is théhgda the eternal life of the Kingdom. Whether prgsue it
will determine whether we have the spiritual heatthhehold the glory of the Lord as joyful, brililight or
instead are so weak that we perceive only the bgriarment of our own refusal to be transformedHis/

love. The difference will not be in our Lord, bathow we have responded to Him. During the consiegson
of Great Lent, we will all have the opportunityunite ourselves to Christ in holiness through prafgsting,
almsgiving, forgiveness, and other forms of repecga We must not pursue them, however, as our own
individual religious accomplishments, but insteacheamble steps to open ourselves to the grace swgds
become the kind of people who share so fully inlifieeof Christ that we spontaneously convey Higcifal
love to all His living icons, especially those we anost inclined to disregard. Since we are &hg way from
fulfilling this calling, we all need the coming lskeed weeks to grow closer to the Savior Who empptietself
for our salvation on the cross in order to risglory on the third day. If we want to know the jofyHis
resurrection, we must offer ourselves to Him intlegghbors through whom we encounter Him each ddnere
is no way around this truth: How we serve themas we serve Him.

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristiamjints/2019/03/02/how-we-treat-others-shows-the-hazfiour-
souls-homily-for-the-sunday-of-the-last-judgmenitie-orthodox-church/







Where is God?

How do we find God in an
unbelieving world?

God is a merciful God, quick to
forgive, quick to show mercy,
quick to embrace us when we turn
to Him. In all of eternity our God
chose to create humankind in His
image and likeness, offering His
creatures the opportunity to
commune with Him in the
endlessness that is time. He’s given
us free will, allowing us to choose,
or not to choose, a relationship
with Him. We, in our freedom, can
choose between good (God) and
evil (Satan), as is our choice.

We can usually tell the difference between goodeankd Murder and theft are obviously to be foundhe evil
camp, whereas kindness, philanthropic deeds, nardyove, are in the camp of holiness, and thendiwet so
many feel that God is simply a myth, a nice ided,Hardly believable. If this God they'd like tolie¥e in were
truly real, wouldn’t He make it easier to see Hang seek Him out? If we are free to chose God, edesn’'t He
make Himself easier to find? Why does this God ekps to believe in Him when we can not see Hinfeet
Him? If there be a God, why doesn’t He simply mek@self known, letting us choose or not choose
communion with Him?

These are questions that many people pose, atitemmselves. Many want to believe there is a @ld cares
for them, and is capable of making a differenctheir day to day struggles, but just can’t quiteesoder to
belief. The nihilistic philosophy that has posseésite hearts of many young people today is basdteodespair
of an age that has seen so many wars, so muchtpos@many murders, so many children abused, and a
seemingly hopeless future. How can there be a Guhwo much suffering abounds in this world? How ca
there be a God when even innocent people, goodgeyfer?

Where is God? He is in the sunrise. He is in tloeigis mountains, and the vast sea that stretahgmb the
horizon. He is in the tender touch of a mother'schan her newborn baby. He is in the protective afthe
police officer who comforts the lost child. He misthe words of absolution pronounced by the paést a good
confession. He is in the smiling face of an old vaonat the site of a young couple holding handsishie the
wonder of the cosmos on a darkened night. He tisargiggle of a small child playing with his graatifer. He is
in the warmth of a kitten held in one’s hand. Haithe cross that bore the Son of Man. He is enlttead and
wine that become His body and blood. He is thesftaming Spirit that changes hearts and makes @mi@itss
He is closer to us than our own breath, more lotragp a grandmother’s embrace of a sick child.dHe i
everywhere, for there is no place He can not béilldall things. He is everywhere to be seennfyowe look
with open eyes and open hearts.

With love in Christ,
Abbot Tryphon

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/morningoffering/202002/where-is-qod-4/
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BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

March 1 Sponsored
March 8 Sponsored
March 15
March 22
March 29

April 5

April 12

April 19

April 26
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BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor
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In Honor of

In Memory of

Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor

Donation ($20. minimum suggested)

(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chpter

SS. Peter & Paul

Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835

Carnegie, PA 15106

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED




